
Dear ABWE Family,

We are writing to you today to let you know that Dr. Michael Loftis has concluded his role as 

president of ABWE as of June 7, 2011.

The Board of ABWE Ministries, Inc. wishes to express our appreciation to Dr. Loftis and his wife, 

Jo Beth, for their 13 years as missionaries in Eastern Europe and 10 years in leading our 

mission, for their unquestioned moral and financial integrity, giftedness, and great passion for 

the cause of Christ worldwide.

In view of the present needs of the mission and after lengthy prayer and deliberation by the 

board and interviews with ABWE leadership, the board unanimously decided it would be best to 

seek a new president. We want to assure you that these decisions were not spontaneous or 

rushed. They were made after much prayer, deep discussion, careful analysis and a unanimous 

conclusion that was affirmed by Dr. Loftis, with full support and confidence in the board. These 

decisions have been some of the most difficult we have faced as a board. The response of Dr. 

Loftis has been Christ-like, humble, and affirming. We are all confident that God has led us in 

this decision.  

Dr. Al Cockrell has stepped down from the ABWE board and has been appointed the Interim 

Executive Administrator of ABWE. The board is presently assembling a Strategic Transition 

Team to assess the needs of the administration, formulate a presidential profile, and initiate a 

search process for a new president. We anticipate that the process to find our next president 

could take 18 months, or longer.  

We would request your continued, fervent prayers for Michael and Jo Beth, the extended Loftis 

family, the worldwide ABWE family, the board and the administration as we seek God’s leading 

and guidance in the days ahead. With deepest gratitude for you and your continual investment 

in the life and work of Christ through ABWE. 

Your servant in Christ,

Ron Berrus

Chair, ABWE Ministries, Inc.

board@abwe.org

(717) 614-5118
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