r. and Mrs. PDonn Ketcham
3630 Taft, S.W.
Wyoming, MI 49509

September 13, 1989

Hy

Dear Friends:

You dear friends at have supported and prayed for the
Fetchams for many, many years. We have sensed vy love  and
concern and have been greaatly encouraged by it.  Thank ol foe
your faithfulness over the yvears.

In view of your support and love, it aspacially grieves me b
have to tell you that I have disqualified myself from further
wark as a missionary. I Timokhy chapter 3 wspells out the
gualifications for the man who wewld havrae‘i:he Festier o f heing &
minister of Gode By my own sin, I have removed myself from such
a position. The grief and the shame are hitter indeed.

It is dmportant that vou understand that:

fulll disclosure has been made bto fthe!l appropriate persons
here in the States, including the mission home office and
the pastor of my own home ohideolb

I am submitting to the awthority of my Mome church as
regards any discipline they see appropriate.

I will be starting counseling immediately. There must not
and will not be future recurrence of this sin.

My colleagues in Bangladesh warmed us and humbled us by Ghe
love and forgiveness and support they lavished on us. One of
them sent me a note which simnply gueoted Isaiah S57:18-19, W1
have seen his ways, but [ will heal him. T will guide him. T will
restore peace to him, and I will create praise on the lips of
thase who mourna'  The healing has already started, but, of
course, there is more fo go. I recognize that Godts guitanse
often comes throwgh the ministry of others. Thus, I am seshking
counseling in the immediate future. At this particular moment,
the peace that has been promised is vet to come. As I have
more Gime and opportunity to realize the magnitude of my sin and
the number of people who have been offended by it, the pain and
sSorrow grow deeper.  fHod's forgiveness is there. There is no
doubt about that, I no longer bear the guilt, bot I certainly
bear the shame and the scrrow. Bub, the promise is there that
sventually there will be the restorabiom of peace as well, I am
praying that there will also be praise on the lips of those who
sorrow With us as they you) see God somekiow bring glory to His
nama out of all of this.

Fray.much. for. us.-Fray. for healing. Fray especially for Eit
whom I have hurt so deeply but who is such a loving and
gracicus gift from Sod :

In Him,

Do We Ketcham, M.ID-



